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Chief, Foreign Division it 	 14 May 1951

Chief of Station, Karlsruhe

Dr. Inz. Franl, PC.F6NG L	 Torpedo Exploder

REF6XFNCEI T;h5H-37139

1, ljr.	 cn,nt:Icted in Cvenhap,an on 10 1:ay 1951. Due
to difficultiee with air connectionc, 1 arrived late and joined Fidra7..1., C. 	 3
and cL.	as they iere havini_; luncheon. Unfortunately, FRUEOEL was ill, so
tlisousaion with hil wts dele,yed until late in the afternoon at the home of
where he had eonc for a shor :; rout :Liter lunch.

2. Before rejoinint; nfital:GP,L, I learned from the L.:chare that MUGU believed
the US hadno interest in his work and felt that after six laonths he should have
received a definite answer at, to our decision. He had also suggested 1 June as a
final date for an answer; after which be would feel free to approach any Western
country. H. is considering presenting his ideas either to Italy, :::witsarland, or
Seeden. MENGEL himself favors Italy, but 	 -_.:1Jotends to try to persuade him
to contact C.:Y . friends In Sweden. ViCINGEL had also manCionvd the feet that
he has been contacted by military representatives of Egypt, Israel, and several
Western countries concerning ideas for testing efficiency of weapons. The torpedo
exploder is apparently unknown to these countries. The iritiab have as yet shown
no interest in fiar&LOEL or his work.

3. When asked for documentary cvidonce of the teat tiring of the torpedo,
MENGEL asked 	 for his docuMents, particularly several photo copies whieh
had not been pealed. There was, however, only a letter concerning the , testing of
the guiding device for the glide bomb (JLM-A-243.19, paragraph 5), a copy of which
was sent re in MG -8081. He then stated he did have a letter, on a film probably
in Hamburg, which stated that the torpedo exploder had been tested and that produe-
tion should be started. He will send a copy of this letter to me. However, I feel
sure it will be a copy of one of the letterr already in our possession (l01441-8061)
concerning the Leuehtfisch. Fruenol stated that correspondence on the toughtfisq0
had been scant as it was more secret than his work an the glide bomb control.

4. The twenty torpedo exploders for the isuchtfisch were destroyed by the
Germans aL the end of the war, along with documents and equipment at gehernfaerde.
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. 5. FRUENOEL told me he wanted an answer from us by 1 June, so that he could
he !me to approach other Western countries with his ideas. He assured as he
*buld nit knowingly have them go to any Z;oviet controlled country. I asked him
if he would wait until 1 July, aa I was going on leave shortly and would not return
until 1 June. He readily agreed.

6. He then zed:, the follorine ;:ropesals concerning payment, which I now find
to be an increase in his previous estimates (40X-Ae24319,.paragraph 7d). However,
as there was no detailed discussion of this point before, previous statements on
his part can hardly be nonsidere„: binding. During the war development work by
MENGEL cost about 3/4 zillion marks, 80,000 of which MENGEL never collected,
and is now unable to collect. Ha now wants us to pay the cost of the number of
exploders we ear want to bey initially (about 12,000 DR per est.; it may be a Little
more now due to rii,inL cost!)	 reilueurue hl.u. or the 80,000 DU. Payment would
bo made; 1/3 when the contract is eigned; 1/3 when the sets aro completed; and the
final 1/3 when the exploder haL bec,n accepted. If ee decide to accept the exploder,
ho will make a complete eettier..ent, giving Lis all rights, for the equivalent or the
car' of one Lorpecio. This he cotimate:, to ce About 450,000. H3 wants this in
Canadian dollars, au he hopes to i;o to '.:anada eventrally,

7. In answer to cniti : told hila 1 vcould pass his proposal along, but that in
the event we Jecided to test his expioder, we would no doubt have a financial pro-

. Focal of our own. 'his he apparently expected.

8. FRULNGEL is willing to visit the US to discuss any aspects of the exploder
Q.cuchtflash) if it is accepted by us.

9. Dieoussion about foreign inturost in other of his ideas, et cetera, was
not prudent due to his illnese and can co W.:(1:1 up at a later date.

10. £: -7 is anxious to get. FeUilla.i, , s documents out of Denmark, and FAUN=
is anxious about having them in Germany. If they are returned to him, he intends to
leave them with an unidentified friend in Seitaerland for safe keeping.
agreed, however, to keep the documents until our answer or the latest, 1 July, and
then to turn them over to FRUENOLL. Thu documents will be needed by FRUMGEL if hi
undertakes to construct the exploder for us.

11. It was agreed that—

a. FUUMGEL will send no the letter about the Leuchtfiseh immediately
for forwarding to you

b.. will contact him before 1 July to give him our decision

c. :I will hold the documents for FIariscu until 1 July

d. FRUBNOEL will draw up a list of all persons and present location
who have knowledge of the auchtnech

e. Future meetings will be in Germany'
_e2e
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12. My previous evaluation of FRUSEEL as a sincere and capable man still
stands. His desire that we reach a decision by 1 July seems to be fair and
understandable. The settlement of financial terms should not cause any great
difficulty.

13. To dat6, Ft(U:.N1,,I. has spent about 200 DM in traveling expenses, telephone
calls, it cetera, in connection with our interest in him. I suggest that we give
him about 500 DM when i next see him, to pover his exp	 ndenses a,trouble. Approval
requested.	 ,	 r	 -	 (7' 	 e

14. Prior to' Jay going to tne airport at Copenhagen for my return to Frankfurt,
I was warned that C.	 who knows me as 	 7 was on duty at the terminal.,
but would probably be on the ramp or wandering about elsewhere in his duties. Un-
fortunately, in going through Paso and Currency Controls I found him controlling
'passports. 64 exchanged hearty greetings and he wished me a pleasant trip and an
early return to Denmark. As the window obstructs the view into the room where the
control officer sits, I could not see whether in his enthusiasm to be tho correct
European host, he bothered to ouserve my red naroe or not, but he certainly had the
opportunity, for they utsually look •It. the passport first and ther at the bearer
next. In any event, he stamped it quickly after a warm handshake and farewell
greeting.


